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The Persons of the Play
Matsudaira- Daizen —  Koshiro
Konoshita-Tohkichi (in rea l i ty ,  Ma shiba-Chikuzennokami-
Hisakichi) Kichiemon
Toga-Gumpei (in rea l i ty ,  Satoh-Masakiyo)
Daizen's Young Brother Onitohta
Kanoh-Yukisuke-Naonobu
The Four Expert Swordsmen
Two Warriors
Numbers of Catchpoles
Nun Keijuin
Lady Yuki -Shira
Waiting Maids
The stage represents  the Kinkakuji Temple the r o o f  
o f  which is  made out o f  go ld .  There are a la rge  ch e r ry - t ree
and the basin of a waterfall down stage left.
With the melodious sound o f  the w a t e r f a l l ,  the 
curta in r i s e s .
On the r i g h t  there is  Daizen seated on a cushion, 
wearing a s mall sword while on the l e f t  there i s  Onitohta 
wearing a ceremonious dress and a pa ir  o f  swords.
Between them there i s  a "go"  (a kind o f  checkers) board; they 
are p lay ing  "go " .
Daizen: Hey, Onit o h t a, you ’ ve l o s t  the game again.
Onitohta: Sure enough! Although I ’m good at  p lay ing  "go " ,  
Brother, I  cannot d e fea t  such an i n f lu e n t i a l  man 
as you so e a s i l y .  Wel l , I sh a l l  have to play with 
black stones, I ’m a f r a id ,  ( r in g s  a b e l l  near-by. 
Just then from the inner room come out the four  
expert  swordsmen.)
A: Excuse me, but what do you want w ith  us, as you ’ ve
rung the b e l l ?
Daizen:
A:
B:
Four: 
Daizen:
Wel l ,  as I ’ ve ordered you, I hope you ’ l l  be on 
your guard l e s t  Nun K e i ju in  might be taken back. 
Don’ t worry! We're keeping watch as requested.
You may set your mind at r e s t  about i t .
Take i t  easy!
We l l  sa id !  Today you ’ ve done your work wonder fu l ly  
w e l l .
Since Nun K e i ju in  who has been shut up in th is  
temple wants to have a dragon drawn on the 
c e i l i n g  made o f  a camphor board, I ' v e  asked her 
who should draw the dragon and known that she
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wants Kanoh-Yukisuke-Naonobu or Lady Yuki to draw 
i t .
Onitohta:
According I ’ve let  you arrest both of them. However, 
both Naonobu and Lady Yuki rather hesitate to do so. 
Anyway I curry favour with Nun Keijuin for some purpose. 
I hardly understand you, Brother, You may well  
try to win Lady Yuki’ s heart, but I wonder why you 
treat Nun Keijuin so we l l .
I f  I were you, I would punish her severely.
Dai: Ha, ha, ha! You're too young to understand my mind, 
I ’m a fra id .
For example, I can quote the h is to r ic a l  fact that 
Ohryoh took his enemy's mother prisoner. Since the 
f a l l  of  the Muromachi Castle last  May, Shunei and
his men have made no ra id  on us , you know. That's 
because we've taken her as a hostage. (To the four 
expert swordsmen) You must a lso keep sharp watch.
B: Certainly; we’re on the qui vive.
(Just then the clock strikes seven.)
It has only just struck seven, so we shall be on 
our duty.
Four: We must go.
D: Oh, go right away.
Four: Very w e l l . (go away to the inner room.)
D: Hey, Onitohta. I ’m awfully sorry to reca l l  that 
we were put to rout owing to Asakura-Yoshikage- 
Shunei’ s stratagem. Immediately a fte r  that, I wanted 
to get even with him, though; I was obliged to 
confine my s e l f  to this temple fo r  want of wise men.
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Oni:
Dai:
Wa i t i ng
Dai:
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However, I 've  heard from Gumpei that Shunei’ s retainer  
named Konoshita-Tohkichi has resigned h is  post and 
wants to take service with me .
Although I f e l t  a l i t t l e  b it  dubious of it ,  I sent 
Gumpei for the guy so as to employ him for a ruse and 
f o i l  Shunei. But Gumpei hasn't yet come back.
Since Gumpei is  a shrewd fe l low, I'm sure h e ' l l  
take Tohkichi with him though he may be long in 
coming back. You seem to be melancholy, Brother.
What do you say to having a drink during the time?
We l l ,  I don't fee l  l i k e drinking before the Lady 
gives me a satis factory answer. (To a waiting maid) 
Say, open a l l  the paper s lid ing-doors, as I want 
to see h e r .
Maid: Certainly (opens the paper sliding-doors
when Lady Yuki is  seen to lean on an arm-rest and 
drop her head in the adjoining room.)
Say, Lady Yuki. As your know, your husband Naonobu 
is  su ffer ing  intense agony in hoosegow. However,
I'm not so hard on you. Th a t ' s  because f i r s t l y  
I should l i ke to have you paint a dragon in black and 
white on this ce i l ing  as requested by Nun Keijuin  
and secondly I want you to obey my w i l l .  Now are you 
going to paint a dragon in black and white or obey 
my w il l?
(Lady Yuki l i f t s  her face a fte r  a l l . )
- 7 -
Yuki
Dai:
I ’ m a f r a id  you 're  asking too much o f  me. So fa r  
as pa in t ing  is concerned, the art  has been handed 
down to us by our grandfa th e r ,  so I ought to paint 
any p ic tu re .  A l though water -p lan ts ,  f lowers  and 
b irds can be e a s i l y  drawn, however, pa int ing  a 
dragon in black and white needs the s e c r e t s 
inculcated to the head o f  our house. My fa ther  had 
been in i t i a t e d  in to  the secre ts  from my grandfather 
Ses shu-sama, though.
My fa th e r  was k i l l e d  by some man when the treasured
book was a lso  s to len .
How sha l l  I  be able to draw a dragon with no model?
Please don’ t ask me to draw. In the second
place,  N a o nobu-dono is  my husband, so I cannot 
misconduct myself with you. I beg you to k i l l  
me i f  you want me to do so ( f a l l s  forward on her 
face and breaks down c r y in g . )
On i toh ta ,  did you hear what she said? She says that 
she cannot draw a dragon fo r  want o f  the treasured 
book and moreover  doesn’ t obey me as she remains f a i t h
fu l  to Naonobu.
Ah, I f e e l  d e jec ted .  Anyway Naonobu is a nuisance 
to me.
As soon as Gumpei comes back, I should l ik e  to have 
him hung i n  the w e l l  under the c l i f f  and k i l l e d .
Anyway I want to dispose of him in the way.
Say, Lady Yuki, i t  depends on you whether you draw a 
dragon or obey my w i l l .  Otherwise Naonobu would be 
k i l l e d .  Before you answer me , you ’ l l  have to 
su f fe r  menta l  an g u i s h .  N o w, Lady Yuki, sing your
fa vo u r i t e  song in a sweet vo ice .
Oni:
Dai: 
Gumpei:
Dai:
Dai:
Tohkichi:
Dai:
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(Just then Gumpei comes out over there, wearing a 
ceremonious dress and a pair of swords; he has a 
drawn sword in his hand. Following him, Tohkichi 
wearing a ceremonious dress comes out, followed by two 
warriors having Tohkichi's swords. On the stage 
passage Gumpei points the naked sword at Tohkichi.)  
Hello, Gumpei. Brother has long been waiting for  
you.
(In an instant Daizen ra ises  his vo ice , )
Oh, Gumpei, what's the matter? Why are you covering 
him with your sword?
We l l ,  this guy named Konoshita-Tohkichi has wanted to 
take service with you and come here. However, he may 
have a treacherous mind, so I ’m on my guard like
th is .
Ha, ha, ha! Since Tohkichi wants to be employed by 
me, you needn't be so watchf u l .  You better put 
your sword into the sheath. (Gumpei sheathes his sword 
and takes his seat on the l e f t .  Meanwhile, Daizen 
seems to be absorbed in thought.)
I ’ve already heard of you.
Are you Konoshita-Tohkichi?
Use no ceremony; come nearer to me.
Very well .
Although Shunei is  my enemy, I'm glad that you've 
deserted Shunei and want to take service with me . 
Oh, you better wear your swords and come closer
to me
Toh:
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(Tohkichi r e c e iv e s  h is  swords from the warr iors  
r e s pe c t f u l l y . )
as you see, I ’ m only four f e e t  in he igh t ,
Compared with Yamamoto-Kansuke in Kohshu Province, 
I ' v e  not rendered a m e r i t o r i o u s  s e rv ic e .
However, i t ' s  very kind o f  you to have spoken to 
me in person (cowers in deference to Da izen . )
Dai: Hum! I ’ m to ld  that in the past King An o f  Sai 
(a  province in old China) admin is t e r e d  above the 
feudatory lo rds  although he was only three f e e t  
high. A w a r r io r ' s  merits can be judged by h is  
s p i r i t ,  but not by h is  fea tu res .  However, any man 
has a hobby as mentioned in J i z e n ' s  poem. 
a s fo r  m e , I ’ m very fond o f  p lay ing  "go" (a kind 
o f  checkers) , and often play w i t h  Onitohta and 
Gumpei. Happily here is  a "go "  board,
You have only jus t  been employed by me, Tohkichi. 
What do you say to play in g  a game with me?
Toh: I t ’ s ve ry  kind o f  you to say so, my Lord. However, 
I’ m a f r a id  I ’ m no match fo r  you, as I 'm  very 
poor at pla y in g  " g o . "
Gum: You needn 't  h e s i t a t e .  Come here. (draws up the 
boa rd . )
Toh: We l l ,  then, I ' l l  play with you. ( takes h is  p lace 
near the board)
Dai: We l l  sa id!  Come here .
Toh: Thank you.
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Gum: 
Yuki:
Dai: 
Toh: 
Dai: 
Toh:
Dai:
Toh:
Yuki:
(Both Daizen and Tohkichi s i t ,  fa c in g  the board. )
Oh, I 'm sure y o u ' l l  have a j o l l y  good t i n e . ( si t  
beside them so as to watch the game.  B oth Daizen 
and Tohkichi s ta r t  pl a y in g  a game o f  "g o " .
Meanwhile, La dy Yuki seems to be absorbed in 
thought. )
Since I ' v e  been caught here, I should l ike  to save 
Nun Ke i ju in  who has been kind to me from her pre- 
dicament and at the same t i me save my husband from 
h is  death. (drops her head and seems to be absorbed in 
thought. Meanwhile, Daizen has f i r s t  move.)
Well ,  I 'm  a f r a id  I sha l l  have to g ive  my s e l f  up to 
him a f t e r  a l l .
I f  I re fuse h is  wish, I 'm a f ra id  my husband w i l l  
be k i l l e d .
Gracious me! I 'm a f r a id  my stone has been 
deadlocked.
Oh, no, th is  wh i t e  stone w i l l  be taken away,
I 'm  a f r a i d .
We l l ,  I 'm glad that th is  f l a t f i s h  (s tone )  has 
escaped from danger.
I 'm  a f ra id  I sh a l l  lose my game though I ’ ve taken 
white stones.
Re a l l y ?
Yes.
(Meanwhile, Lady Yuki f e e l s  uneasy.)
Now I r e c a l l  that in olden days Lady Tokiwa gave
h e r s e l f  u p to Kiyomori though her husband had been 
k i l l e d  by h i s order; she did so, f o r  she wanted to 
save her ch i ld ren .  Well, I ' v e  made up my mind to 
save my dear husband from death. ( r i s e s  to her
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f e e t  and stands behind Daizen) Excuse me, Daizen-sama, 
but I ’ l l  rep ly  to you about the l a t t e r .
(However, Daizen i s  so much absorbed in the game that 
he doesn 't  l i f t  even h is  f a c e . )
Dai: Wh o ’ s look ing into my f a c e 1?
Yuki: I t ’ s me.
Dai: What?
Yuki: I ’ l l  answer you about the matter.
Dai: Oh, Lady Yuki; I 'm  glad to hear i t .  Are you going 
to answer me?
Yuki : Yes.
Dai: Hey, Tohkichi, a l low  me to ta lk  with her befo re  you, 
as love is  every th ing  to me.
Toh: Oh, t h a t ’ s a l l  r i g h t .
Now that you 're  my master, I ’ m your subject .  However, 
I ’ l l  not lose  my game in t e n t i o n a l l y .  What do you 
say, Gumpei-dono?
Gum: You 're  r i g h t .  I ha te  to d is turb you, my Lord, but 
you seem to be in high s p i r i t s .
Dai: Sure enough! I ' l l  take th is  counter.
Toh: Oh, I ' l l  in terrup t  you l i k e  th is .
Dai: How in t e r e s t in g !
Everything w i l l  be a l l  r igh t  i f  Shunei and Naonobu 
are k i l l e d .
Gum: That 's  r i g h t .
Dai: Gumpei, k i l l ,  k i l l !
Gum: C er ta in ly !  ( r i s e s  to h is  f e e t )
Yuki: Wa i t  a moment, please.
Whom are you going to k i l l ?
Gum: 
Yuki:
Dai: 
Yuki: 
Dai:
Gum:
Dai:
Toh: 
Dai:
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Kanoh-Yukinosuke.
Wa i t  a moment, p lease.
What I ’ ve c ome here f o r  i s  to save my husband from 
being k i l l e d  by obeying Daizen-sama' s w i l l .  However, 
he has been absorbed in playing "go " ,  so I haven 't  
y e t  to ld  him o f  i t .  Please wait a moment.
Do you mean to say that y o u ' l l  g ive  y o u rs e l f  up to me? 
Y e s .
You've changed your mind so suddenly that I hardly  
understand your true mind, though. Wa i t  a minute, 
Gumpei.
Now that she wi l l  g ive  h e r s e l f  u p to you, I needn 't  
k i l l  her husband, I think.
Ha , ha, ha, ha! I ’ ve been so much engrossed in p lay ing  
"go "  that I ' v e  almost fo rg o t t en  my promise. 
Kanoh-Yukinosuke might have been k i l l e d .  Say, Tohkichi 
as w r i t ten  in the old book, I remember that the 
great  king o f  the kingdom o f  Rana was so much absorbed 
in playing "go"  that he got h is  fo l lo w e r  Samon k i l l e d  
by mistake. I t  was karma. However, th is  i s  an 
actua l  matter. Since I gave my word that i f  Lady 
Yuki g ive  h e r s e l f  up to me, I would excuse Naonobu, I 
cannot break my promise. We l l ,  I ’ l l  excuse Naonobu. 
( f e e l s  a l i t t l e  easy and looks at the "go"  board) 
Probably I ’ l l  win th is  game. This game w i l l  soon be 
up, I suppose.
We l l ,  then.
A l l  my reinforcements have made preparat ions. How 
goes the game, I wonder?
Toh: 
Doh:
Toh : 
Doh:
Toh:
Dai:
Oni:
Toh:
Dai:
Toh:
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Mt.  Arima and In a -No - Sasahara mu stn ’ t be taken.
W el l ,  I ’ l l  take those strongholds, 
You'd b e t t e r  rule over the whole land.
The administrat ion o f  the Land is as easy as g ra t ing  
yams.
Do you know the meaning o f  th is  expression, "from 
yams to e e l s ” ?
Su re ; the expression i s  used when a man r i s e s  rap id ly  
in the world.
Good heavens! You seem to have l ost the game, brother 
( Daizen throws the board away a n g r i l y .  Thereupon 
Tohkichi laughs.)
Ha, ha, ha! I t ’ s the ru le  o f  "go" to t ry  not to 
lose  the game and to win the game a f t e r  a l l .  Not 
only in "go" but a lso in any game, I never lose  the 
game in t e n t io n a l l y ,  as I 'm  not a sycophant.
I f  you f e e l  sorry fo r  your lo s s ,  you ’ d b e t t e r  c h a l l enge 
me fo r  another game. I ’ l l  play  with you how many 
times you may want to .
We l l  sa id !  You 're a w arr ior  in the t rues t  sense of 
the term.
Indeed I cannot judge you by appearance. Well , I 
should l i k e  to te s t  your w it ,  though (thinks fo r  
a w h i le ,  takes up the case f o r  "go" stones and 
throws i t  in to  the wel l  in the garden. )  As you see, 
Tohkichi, I ’ ve only ju s t  thrown the case in to  the well  
Can you pick i t  up without w e t t in g  your hands?
Yes, I can (goes down to the garden, takes up the 
golden ra in -p ipe ,  and draws up the water o f  the f a l l  
in to  the w e l l  w i th i t  when moisture r i s e s  with
v io l e n t  splash and the case is  blown up.
Gum:
Dai:
Both:
Dai:
Yuki:
Dai:
In the tw ink l ing  o f  an eye Tohkichi takes  up the case 
with h is  fan and puts the case in the middle o f  the 
' 'go” hoard.)
Look! The case placed in the middle o f  th is  board 
w i l l  be used fo r  the i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  Oda - Shunsu i .
The four l e g s  at the back o f  the " g o ” board can be 
comp a r ed to s o ld ie r s  in four rows. In th is  way Oda 
w i l l  be destroyed,
We l l  done! (To Da izen )  Now that you ’ ve employed such 
a w it ty  man as Tohkichi, i t  must be o f  good omen for  
your prosper ity .  What do you say to going to the 
saloon and ho ld ing a banquet?
That ’ s n ice .  Well, you b e t t e r  hold a banquet fo r  
him. Show him into  the saloon, Onitohta and 
Gumpei.
C er ta in ly .  Come th is  way, Mr.  Konosh ita .
(Tohkichi goes away to the inner room with Onitohta. 
Daizen seems to be in deep thought. )
Now come along, Lady Yuk i , (holds Yuki by the hand) 
We l l ,  in the second place I want you to paint a dragon, 
though my f i r s t  desire has been f u l f i l l e d .  I ask 
you to do so, Lady Yuki (n es t le s  c lose to Yuki)
Now that I ’ ve made up my mind to g ive  myself up to 
you, I would be w i l l i n g  to paint.
However, as I ’ ve to ld  you be fo re ,  I shan’ t be able 
to draw without the treasured book of our house.
Hum! (nods and changes h is  v o i c e ) I f  there is the 
t r e asured-book, w i l l  you draw, then?
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Yuki:
Dai:
Yuki:
Dai: 
Yuki:
Yes; i f  there is  the treasured book handed down to
us by Sesshu, I ’ l l  draw in a minute.
Have you got the treasured book?
Yes, I have (goes down to the garden, holding Yuki’ s 
hand.
Before the basin of the water fa l l  Daizen draws the 
sword which is re flected on the water. With the 
heavy sound of the water a dragon makes i ts  appearance 
in the f a l l .  Both of them get astonished. Af te r  a 
while Yuki takes up Daizen's sword and looks closely  
at i t . )
Oh, this is the sword named "Kurikara-Maru" for  
which I ’ve long been looking. We l l ,  then, you must 
have k i l led  my father . (stabs at Daizen.)
Wait! Have you any evidence for ca l l ing  me your
fa ther 's  assassin?
Oh, the evidence is this sword. This sword "Kurikara- 
Maru" was brought by my grandfather from China and 
handed down to us as our family treasure.
When this is shone by the sun, the figure of "Fudoh" 
(the God of F ire )  appears on its  surface; when this  
is  shone by the setting sun, the figure of a dragon 
appears on i t .  This sword is named after Kurikara- 
Fudoh. Although this treasured sword had been 
transmitted to my father Yukimura, he was k i l led  near 
the f a l l  at the summit of Mt. Jizenji in Kauchi 
Province when this sword was also lost .
Up to now I ’ ve never mentioned the name of this  
sword, but insisted on the loss of the treasured book.
Dai:
Oni:
That ’ s because both my e lder  s i s t e r  and I have been
look ing  f o r  th is  sword and our f a t h e r ’ s s la ye r .
Since th is  sword i s the very one, you ’ re none other than 
my f a t h e r 's  murderer .  Now come on! Fight  i t  out! 
(again s t r ik e s  at Daizen, who snatches the sword 
from her hand and throws i t  under h is  f e e t . )
Ha, ha, ha! Don't jump about. When I wanted to 
r e a l i z e  my amb i t i o n ,  I me t  with an old man who 
r e f l e c t e d  th is  sword on the water and showed the 
f i gu re  o f  a dragon beside the f a l l  at  the 
summit o f  the Mountain; I asked the old guy to 
s e l l  me the e x c e l l e n t  sword, f o r  I wanted to keep 
i t  as my mascot. However, he d idn ’ t agree to my 
proposal, so I was ob l iged to k i l l  him. We l l ,  then, 
Lady Yuki, the old man was your fa ther  Shohkan- 
Yukimura, was he not? I ’ m aw fu l ly  sorry to have 
k i l l e d  him.
Which  do you want, th is  sword or my head?
I should l ik e  to be k i l l e d  by you f o r  the repose 
o f  the soul o f  your dead s is t e r ,  but I care f o r  
my l i f e .
(A f t e r  a while Onitohta and Tohkichi come out of 
the inner room, Onitohta takes no time in putt ing  
a rope on Yuk i . )
I ’ ve expected such a thing, so I ’ ve been on my 
guard. Since she wants to k i l l  you as an enemy, 
why don 't  you behead her?
(Just then Tohkichi comes fo rw ard . )
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( draws his sword. However, Da izen  checks him.)
Dai: Hey, w a it ,  Tohk ich i !  We l l , I ’ ve something up my sleev,
so you had be t te r  not k i l l  her now.
Come here r i g h t  away, Toga Gumpei.
Gum: Yes. ( comes out from the r i g h t )
What do you want with me?
Dai: Hey, Gumpei. Take out Naonobu whom I ’ ve given you
in charge to the Hi l l  o f  Funaoka and behead him with 
th is  sword "Kurikara-Maru’’ . Lady Yuki stabbed at  me 
w ith  th is  sword. Behead him as soon as the f i f t h  
b e l l  r in gs .
Gum: Very w e l l .  Shal l  I take away th is  Lady Yuki, too?
Dai: No, you mustn’ t .
Gum: Why not?
Dai: Oh, you ’ re as ine legan t  as Onitohta.
Look at her t i ed  up!
I should l ike to see her writhe in agonies by 
having her t ied  to the cherry - t ree  be fore  she 
i s  beheaded. 
Make i t  snappy, Gumpei!
Gum: C er ta in ly ,  (goes away to the r igh t .  Daizen takes a
s e a t . )
Dai: Here, here , Onigenta ,  I ' l l  entrust you w ith  th is
sword.
T e l l  them to watch over Nun K e i ju in .
Oni: Cer ta in ly !
Dai: Tohkichi,  are you going to behead the woman?
I 'm pleased with you, f o r  you want to protect  me.
Toh: We l l ,  I ’ l l  out o f f  her head .
- 17 -
18
Both:
Yuki: 
Naonobu:
Yuki:
From now on you ’ l l  be my f o l l o w e r .
I f  you got one thousand "kan" ( a kan corresponds to 
3.75 kilograms ) o f  r i c e  per year at the House o f  
Oda, I would employ you at the y e a r ly  sa lary  of 
two thousand "kan". Well, I would g ive you ten 
thousand "koku" (a "koku” corresponds to 4.9629 
bushels or 39.7033 ga l lons )  o f  r i c e  per year i f  you 
want.
Now t i e  up that woman and torture her .
C e r t a in ly .
(Both Tohkichi and Onitohta t i e  Yuki to the trunk 
o f  the ch e r ry - t r e e .  Wi th  the sound o f  the time b e l l ,  
the three go away to the inner room.)
The wind blows when peta ls  f a l l  from the ch e r ry - t ree .
Yuki seems to be in deep thought. From the r igh t
N a o nobu w ith  h is  hands r o ped comes out, taken by 
two  w a r r io rs .  Fo l lowing them, Gumpei comes 
out. Yuki takes not ice  o f  Naonobu. 
My dear.
Oh, Yuki-hime.
I ’ ve never thought o f  such a f a t e .
Although I  wanted to ge t  you back and look fo r  my 
fa th e r - in - l a w ’ s assassin, I sha l l  be k i l l e d  soon,
I ’ m a f r a i d .  H ow vex ing !  I hope you ’ l l  l i v e  out and 
look a f t e r  Nun Ke i ju in .
Oh, how sha l l  I be able to l i v e  out though you 're 
k i l l e d  on a fa l s e  charge? I should l ik e  to die with
you.
Gum: Now J i r oh - dono, take away Kanoh-Yukinosuke (Naonobu) .
T w o  Warrior s :  (To Naonobu) Stand up.
Nao: Good-bye, Yuki-hime.
(With the sound o f  the time b e l l ,  Gumpei l ea ves ;  
Naonobu i s  taken away. Yuki sees Naonobu o f f  and 
is  l o s t  in thought; she sheds tears  and a f t e r  a 
while  opens her eyes . )
Yuki: Oh, the s ix th  b e l l  has rung.
We l l ,  I should l ik e  to  t e l l  Naonobu-sama that my 
f a t h e r ' s  s laye r  i s  Da izen  be fore  I depart th is  
w or ld ;  I ’ m sorry  I ’ ve not ye t  to ld  i t  to him.
How I want to get  r id  o f  th is  rope! Ah, Daizen 
i s  a gob l in  or a snake. I  should l ik e  to vent 
my rancour even by b i t i n g  at  him. (sheds tears )
I ’ ve read in the book that P r i e s t  Raigoh o f  the 
Mitsui Temple transformed h im se l f  into a ra t  
and vented h is  rancour by b i t in g  o f f  the Buddhist 
s c r ip tu res .  I should l i k e  to transform myself 
in to  a ra t ,  a t i g e r  or a w o l f .
Save me, merc i fu l  Buddha!
I want to make prayers, but sorry to say I cannot 
p lace my hands t o g e th e r .  ( again sheds t e a r s . )
W e l l ,  now I r e c a l l  that my grandfather Sesshu-sama 
in h is  boyhood became a p r i e s t  at the Hohfukuji- 
temple o f  Inoyama, Bitchu Prov ince ,  but he d id n ’ t 
devote h im se l f  to h is  s tud ies ,  but spent h is  time 
in p a in t in g  the ch ie f  p r i e s t  o f  the temple wanted 
to admonish him and t ied  him to a p i l l a r  o f  the 
temple as punishment; he su f fe red  a l l  day and a l l  
n ight ,  but drew a r a t  on the f l o o r  with h is  tears
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when the ra t  started moving and helped him by 
b i t in g  through the rope. (A f t e r  thinking fo r  a 
w h i le ,  Yuki draws a rat  with p e ta ls  gathered with 
her f o ot on the f l o o r  when the rat  s ta r ts  moving and 
b i t e s  through the rope to her su rp r is e . )
Oh, I ’m glad the rope has been cut o f f .  The ra t  
I ’ ve drawn with my fo o t  must have b i t t e n  i t  through 
( looks at  the rat  when i t  d isappears . )
Oh, I ’m f r e e  now; I ’ l l  save my husband from death 
r igh t  away.
(However, Onitohta eavesdrops. )
Oh, what an obstinate woman! Budge an inch, and 
you sha l l  d ie .
(Onitohta has a rough-tumble with Yuki. Just then 
a kn ife  attached to the sheath sword comes f l y i n g  
and pie rc es  Onitohta 's  throat when Onitohta su f fe rs  
and f a l l s  down. Yuki gets  astonished and turns 
round when Tohkich i ’ s vo ice  is heard f r o m the inner 
room.)
Wait a minute, Lady Yuki!
( Wi t h  the sound o f  hand-drums, Tohkichi comes out 
o f  the inner room; he wears an uniform and has 
a golden baton in h is  hand.)
Don’ t be surpr ised !  Here is the sword named Kurikara- 
Maru; I knew that your grandfather Sesshu was g iven 
th is  sword fo r  h is  serv ice  by the K ing o f  Min 
(an other name fo r  China) when he had been in 
China and drawn the f igu re  of a Chinese god at the 
Tenmangu Shrine as requested by the king.
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Oni :
Toh:
Yuki:
Toh:
Yuki:
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( takes a sword out o f  On itohta ’ s body and hands i t  to
Yuki )
Indeed th is  is  the treasured sword handed down to 
our house. I  heard f r o m my fa ther  that my grand­
fa ther  Se s shu had been the f i r s t  man to draw the 
f igu re  of the Chínese god, since then the god has 
come to be worshipped even in Japan.  N ow that I ’ ve 
got back th is  sword, I ’ l l  go and k i l l  my f a t h e r ' s  
s layer  Matsunaga-Daizen. ( i s  about to go to the 
inner room when Tohkichi checks h e r . )
Oh, don’ t get  ex c i ted !
He i s  not only your f a t h e r ' s  s layer  but a lso the 
enemy o f  human beings. I ' l l  save Nun K e i ju in  from 
her predicament. As fo r  Naonobu, I ' v e  asked Gumpei 
to lo o k a f t e r  him, so you needn 't  worry about him. 
However, you'd be t ter  go over the H i l l  o f  Funaoka 
as soon as possible to g i v e  some information to  my men. 
C er ta in ly .  I  hope y o u ' l l  take care o f  my husband.
(goes away. Meanwhile, Tohkichi looks up when from 
behind c o me out the four swordsmen with th e i r  swords 
drawn, ty ing  th e i r  heads with towels .  Taking 
advantage of Tohk ich i 's  unguarded moment, they 
leap on him. Tohkichi  f i g h t  with the two o f  them 
a t  f i r s t  and thrusts them away to the l e f t .  Just 
then the other two stab at him. Wi t h  the sounds of 
musical instruments, the four s t r ike  at him at the 
same time; a l l  o f  them go to the stage passage.
The stars  s ta r t  tw ink l ing  in the sky. Tohkichi 
looks up a t  the s t a r s . )
Toh: Now is  high time f o r  me to f u l f i l  my mission,
We l l ,  now Matsunaga ( -  D a izen )  is  fa s t  a s le ep . 
During h is  s leep I ’ l l  s tea l  into  the tower and take 
out Nun-Keijuin (walks d i r e c t  to the tower when 
watchmen stand in h is  way and grapple with him. 
Tohkichi thrust them away when h is  men’ s vo ic es  are 
heard at a d is ta n ce . )
Oh, my men seem to have come.  W e l l ,  I ’ l l  take 
th is  chance and d e l i v e r  Nun K e i ju in  out o f  the 
tower. ( pays h is  a t ten t ion  to the cherry - t ree  on 
the l e f t  and clambers up to the t r e e ;  a f t e r  a l l
he enters  the tower where K e i ju in  wearing a robe 
i s  making prayers at the desk with the f igu re  
o f  Buddha in the middle and the sutras on i t .
From behind comes up Tohkichi and places h is  
hands on the mat r e s p e c t f u l l y . )
Excuse me fo r  the in terrup t ion ,  but I ’m Oda-Shunei’ s 
r e ta in e r  Mashiba-Chikuzennokami-Hisakichi and have 
come here to meet you.
Ke i ju in  ( s t ops pray in g ) :  Oh, are you Shunei’ s messenger?
I t ’ s very nice o f  you to c ome and meet me.
However, now that I ’ ve been taken here as the 
enemy’ s hostage, I ’m ready to die at any moment. 
You’ d b e t t e r  leave me here .  I should l ike  to go 
up t o Heaven a f t e r  my death, (c lo ses  her eyes 
and keeps s i l e n t . )
Toh: Cheer up, cheer up! I t e l l  you that numbers of
my men are surrounding th is  tower so as t o rescue 
you from your predicament. Now I ’ l l  make a 
sign to them that you ’ re a l l  r i g h t ,  (takes out
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Gum: 
Toh: 
Bot h : 
Dai:
Toh:
a rocket  and f i r e s  i t  as a s igna l  in the incense- 
burner near-by when smoke r i s e s . )
Now I ' v e  saved Nun Ke i ju in  from th is  tower 
(goes down with K e i ju in .  W th  the sound of a 
la rg e  drum, Daizen with a la rge  sword in h is  hand 
c o mes out and s c u f f l e s  with numbers o f  catchpoles, 
who disperse in a l l  d i r e c t i o n s . )
Wa i t  a moment, Matsunaga-Daizen. I 'm Mashiba- 
Chikuzennokami - H i s a k i c h i .
(Over there Gumpei makes h is  a ppearance. )
I 'm Satoh-Kazuenokami-Masakiyo.
Now, now!
Come on! Fight i t  out!
Wh a t !
(Wi t h  the note o f  a f l u t e ,  Gumpei comes out, 
be ing ready fo r  f i g h t in g  with a spear in h is  
hands. Fo l low ing  him, Tohkichi comes out with 
numbers o f  h i s s o ld ie r s  put in b a t t le  array on 
both s id e s . )
Oh, Tohkichi, what's  the matter?
What a goo f  you are, Da i z e n !
You murdered Lord Yoshiteru and held Nun Ke i ju in  as
a hostage and have been wait ing fo r  your oppor tu n i t y
by s tay ing at th is  Kinkakuji Templ e .
I ' v e  known your sin i s t e r  design, so I ' v e  double- 
crossed you.
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Gum :
Toh: 
A l l : 
Dai:
Gum:
Toh:
Dai:
Although I ’ ve become your fo l lo w e r  f o r  th is  purpose 
I ’ m in r e a l i t y  Satoh-Toranosuke-Masak iyo, We 'v e  
a lready  taken back Nun K e i ju in .  Now you ’ re 
surrounded a l l  over by us.
Now come on, Matsunaga-Daizen. Fight  t o the end! 
f i g h t  i t  out!
Oh, I ’ m sorry  I ’ ve been caught in your snare. 
Although I ’ ve made preparations fo r  the worst,
I ’ ve never known up u n t i l  now that Gumpei i s  none 
other than Masakiyo .
Not only my stratagem has been f o i l e d ,  but also 
Ke i ju in  has been taken back. How, vex ing !  Now i t  
cannot be helped.
I ' l l  k i l l  a l l  o f  you. Come on!
However exc i ted  you may be, y o u ' l l  never be able 
to escape, f or you ’ re surrounded a l l  over by us.
You b e t t e r  die l i k e  a nan,
Wa i t ,  Masa k iyo ! I t ’ s quite easy fo r  us to k i l l  
him here, though.
Now that we’ ve ta ken back Nun K e i ju in ,  Danjoh, 
w e ' l l  f i g h t  under Lord Yoshiteru w ith  you at your
main cast le  o f  Sh i k i .
How amusing!
I f  you make a raid on my main ca s t le ,  I' l l  f i g h t  
with you brave ly  with the assistance of the p r ie s t s  
at the Eizan Temple.  s ee you again.
Bot h : Ma tsuna
Dai: Good -bye , everybody
A ll : Good-bye.
( Tableau)
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